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What is an argumentative essay? 

An argumentative essay is a paper that seeks to state a position on an issue and give several 

reasons, supported by evidence, for agreeing with that position. The main objective of writing 

an argumentative essay is to learn how to convince people to change their perception of things 

that they strongly believe in. 

A student establishes a position on a chosen or given topic and then uses evidence to convince 

the reader to see things from his/her perspective. One has to investigate the various sides of the 

argument in order to write a great argumentative essay that allows them to make an educated 

position. Afterwards, collect evidence, statistics, facts, and claims from experts in the field.   

What Does A Good Argumentative Essay Topic Consist Of? 

Always start with something that you are familiar with when choosing a good topic. Even if 

you seek for help from an expert, make sure that they speak about something that will sound 

better while presenting your argument. You can also choose an emotional topic. If you appeal 

to your audience in an emotional way, you will be able to connect with them and draw them 

in. One of the best ways to convince anyone’s mind is through an emotional connection. 

Types Of Argumentative Essays 

There are five types of argumentative essays. They include: 

1. Claims of fact – is it true or not? 

2. Claims of definition – what does it mean? 

3. Claim of value – how important is it? 

4. Claims of cause and effect – what is the cause? What are the effects? 

5. Claims of policy – what should we do about it? 
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How To Write An Argumentative Essay 

There are various patterns that writers can use when writing an argumentative essay even 

though there is no specific model of organization. Just like other essays, argumentative essays 

consist of three parts: introduction, body and the conclusion. 

1. Body: the body consists of a number of paragraphs. Each paragraph has a topic 

sentence, which is the main argument of the paragraph. That is followed by further 

illustrating and providing specific examples to support the topic sentence. 

2. Introduction: present your thesis and be precise without giving your evidence yet. 

Make sure you have a clear thesis that answers the question. Your thesis should state 

your position and be the last sentence of your introduction. 

3. Conclusion: this is a quick summary of thesis. Why should your reader adopt your 

point of view? Try to use the anticipating objections in the conclusion. 

Strategies Of Argumentative Essays 

There are three types of argumentative essays. They include Rogerian, Toulmin and Classical. 

You can use these strategies separately or combine them to create your own argument paper. 

 Classical strategy - this is good for a topic that you feel confident about and feel like 

you have a better chance of convincing your audience. 

 Rogerian strategy – this strategy attempts to convince by finding points of agreement 

and compromise. This is an appropriate technique to use in highly polarized debates. 

However, you have to be sincere about your willingness to compromise and change 

your stance for the reader to take you seriously. 
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 Toulmin – this is another strategy to use in a highly charged debate. However, this 

strategy attempts to use clear logic and careful qualifiers to limit the argument to things 

that your audience can agree with. 

As we discussed above, an argumentative essay uses evidence and facts to take a definitive 

stand on a debatable or controversial issue. Below are topics that you should consider for 

argumentative writing arranged by categories. 

 


